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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make the prolongation of a life compatible with the 

uniformization of a solid image by using specified magnetic carrier and making developer 
regulating force at a gap (SB part) between a developer carrier and a regulating member 
stronger than that at an opposed part (SD part) between a latent image forming medium 
and the developer carrier at the time of applying developing bias. 

SOLUTION: As for the magnetic carrier to be used, its magnetization amount in magnetic 
field 1 kOe is within 30 to 200 emu/cm3, its specific resistance is within 1x109 to 1x1014 
Q.cm, and its volume average particle diameter is within 10 to 60 ^m. The gap between a 
photoreceptor drum 3 and a developing sleeve 21 is set to about 500 jum. A blade 18 
functioning as a regulating part is arranged to leave a space between the sleeve 21 and 
the blade 18 below the sleeve 21 . The end of the blade 18 proximate to the sleeve 21 is 
gradually thinned in knife-edge shape, and a distance for securing developer amount on 
the desired sleeve 21 is set to about 400 urn narrower than the space between the drum 
3 and the sleeve 21 , Then, the regulating force at the SB part is made stronger than that 
at the SD part. 
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